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Dear Parents and Guardians  

 

I would like to wish you all a happy New Year.  I hope that you and the family found the opportunity to 

rest and recuperate during the vacation as well as the opportunity to reconnect with family and friends 

who see less of you during the term time. 

 

Term ended with two wonderful carol services in the Memorial Chapel in which the pupils read 

beautifully and the congregation, supported by Chapel Choir, sang the term to its conclusion in a most 

wonderful fashion.  We are very pleased that the installation of a new heating system will be completed 

in the next week or so. 

 

After the pupils left at the end of term, it was a pleasure for me to sign off the reports for many pupils 

and I hope that they were helpful in providing a detailed update on progress and aspirations at this 

stage of their studies.  The overall tone of the reports spoke volumes for the industry and commitment 

of the children.  It was easy to identify the strong character and values that are emerging in each 

individual School life. 

 

The staff team began the term with a training day which had a safeguarding focus.  Naturally, this is an 

area of real importance in our provision for the children and it stretches across both the real and the 

digital domains.  Our keynote speaker struck a particular chord in highlighting the research which 

suggests that the blue light wavelengths emitted by phones and tablets can have a significant impact 

on the regulation of sleep when used before bed.  I have spoken to the School this week about the 

importance of rest, and sleep in particular, in relation to their capacity to function at optimal levels and I 

thought you would appreciate an insight too.  We are keen to ensure that all the pupils develop mature 

and discerning habits with their devices for many good reasons; not least in order to preserve the 

quality of their rest and recovery each day. 

 

In our first assembly of the term, we commended the successes of a wide range of pupils.  These 

included Physics Olympiad Gold Awards for Yang Cai and Youyang Zhao and there were congratulations 

for Sam Osborne who retained his National Swimming titles in both 400m and 1500m over the 

Christmas holidays.  This is a wonderful achievement. 

 

The following pupils were awarded their ABRSM Certificates too.  These are the product of many hours 

of committed practice and dedication.  Our congratulations to them all. 

  

Alfie Harvey-Gilson Grade 5 Jazz Trumpet 

Nandini Bulchandani Grade 5 Singing 

Daisy Scott  Grade 5 Violin 

Christie Lloyd  Grade 6 Singing with Merit and Grade 6 Piano 

Irene Lau  Grade 7 Piano with Merit 

Joshua Lawson  Grade 7 Alto Saxophone 

Nicholas Martin Grade 8 Guitar 

Thomas Muir  Grade 8 Flute 
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At the weekend it was a pleasure to see such a great start to the season for the football teams with the 

School wining 3 out of the 4 matches played against Wycliffe College and for the netball teams who won 

8 out of the 9 fixtures played against the same opposition. 

 

Rehearsals are now entering their final phase for the School production of Hairspray which will be 

performed at the local Artrix theatre (24-26th January).  We have decided once again to give all of the 

Lower Fourth pupils the opportunity to see a matinée performance of the production.  You are most 

welcome to attend the evening performances and tickets are available directly from The Artrix by 

clicking here.  I should note that they are nearly sold out. 

 

Many pupils have been busy with examinations since their return and we will publish results to you as 

soon as the papers are marked and results collated.  They have applied themselves to the task with 

great determination and we hope the results will provide a strong indicator of prospects. 

 

We are looking forward to the Upper Fourth Parents’ Evening next Tuesday (17th) from 6.00-8.30pm in 

the Arena.  The Fifth Form and ALP Parents Evening is on Thursday 2nd February. 

 

I will close with a single request to the parents of pupils who drive.  At this stage of the year we have a 

growing number of pupils driving to School each day.  We have received a number of reasonable 

concerns from our neighbours regarding parking on side streets close to the School.  Please could I ask 

for your support in reminding your children, if they drive to School, that they should be parking at either 

Housman Hall or Hayward House.  

 

I hope that you are hearing good things from your children regarding their start to the term.  It is a short 

but intensive run toward the Easter break! 

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

Jeremy Hallows 

Head of Senior School 

 

https://uk.patronbase.com/_Artrix/Productions/25K/Performances

